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ended its weeklong period of same-day voter
registration. Florida, Illinois and Texas
passed laws restricting voter registration
drives, and Florida and Wisconsin passed
laws making it more difficult for people who
move to stay registered and vote.

Reducing early and absentee days. At least
nine states introduced bills to reduce their
early voting periods, and four tried to reduce
absentee voting opportunities. Florida, Geor-
gia, Ohio, Tennessee, and West Virginia suc-
ceeded in enacting bills reducing early vot-
ing.

Making it harder to restore voting rights.
Two states—Florida and Iowa—reversed
prior executive actions that made it easier
for citizens with past felony convictions to
restore their voting rights, affecting hun-
dreds of thousands of voters. In effect, both
states now permanently disenfranchise most
citizens with past felony convictions.

—————

IN HONOR OF MRS. GAI HOA RYAN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
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Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mrs. Gia Hoa Ryan as she celebrates
her 40th anniversary since coming to America
from Vietnam in 1971.

Born in Vietnam, Mrs. Ryan worked as a
secretary and interpreter for the United States
during the Vietnam War. She immigrated to
the United States in 1971. Since immigrating,
Mrs. Ryan has been an active community
leader in the Greater Cleveland area. She is
a teacher and lecturer of Asian culture, food,
and society. She has been active with the Lo-
rain International Festival, and hosted the
1995 Festival which honored Vietnam and the
Vietnamese people. Mrs. Ryan also served as
the coordinator for the Asian Community
Project at Bridgeway from 1997 to 2003. This
Project provided mental health care to hun-
dreds of Asian, Viethamese, Laotian, and
Cambodian families.

Mrs. Ryan has truly been a leader to Cleve-
land’s Asian community. She started the Asian
Women’s Support Group in early 1980s. In
1993, she created the Friendship Foundation
of American Vietnamese. The organization
has provided humanitarian services to the
people of Vietham by furnishing scholarships,
building houses and schools, providing med-
ical services, educational materials, food and
clothing, and raising funds for the poor. She
has also founded the Asian Community Mental
Health Services as part of the West Side
Community Health Center to provide mental
health services for Asian families, senior citi-
zens, and young people. Furthermore, in
2005, Mrs. Ryan established the Sai Gon
Plaza. The Plaza serves as a community cen-
ter in Northern Ohio for Asians, immigrants
and various community groups. Mrs. Ryan has
sponsored forty members of her family who
have come from Vietnam and helped them es-
tablish homes and businesses.

Mrs. Ryan has also served on many com-
munity boards including the Lorain County
Community Alcoholism Board, various boards
in the Detroit-Shoreway area, and the Mayor’s
Community Relations Board of the City of
Cleveland. Most importantly she has raised
her two children, Lynda Mia Ryan Shea and
Thomas Joseph Ryan.
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Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Mrs. Ryan as she celebrates her
40th anniversary since coming to America.
Her advocacy work continues to improve
countless lives both in Cleveland and Vietnam.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
November 3rd, | missed rollcall vote 823, for
unavoidable reasons. Had | been present, |
would have voted as follows:

Rollcall vote No. 823, “no” (Velazquez of
New York Part A Amendment No. 4).

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 1, 2011, | was unavoidably absent for
votes in the House chamber. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
votes 816 and 817.

———

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FERN-
DALE AREA CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the Ferndale Area Chamber of Com-
merce in recognition of its 75th anniversary.

Beginning in 1934 as a small, localized
Chamber, the Ferndale Area Chamber of
Commerce has grown over the last 75 years
to become one of the most innovative busi-
ness organizations in Oakland County with
nearly 300 members, ranging from sole propri-
etorships to the local offices of Fortune 500
companies.

Prior to the incorporation of the City of Fern-
dale, the first acknowledgement of a “Board of
Commerce” was made in the minutes of a Vil-
lage of Ferndale commission meeting in 1918.
Comprised of local businessman, known as
the Ferndale Boosters, the group worked to
promote programs for the betterment of the
business community.

On May 14, 1936 the “Ferndale Board of
Commerce” was officially incorporated as a
non-profit in the State of Michigan. The organi-
zation became the “Ferndale Chamber of
Commerce” sometime between 1951 and
1965. In 2009, to reflect the growing geo-
graphic diversity of its membership, the Board
of Directors of the Ferndale Chamber of Com-
merce voted to change the name to the “Fern-
dale Area Chamber of Commerce.” This name
change became official in 2010 and is more
reflective of the Chamber’s current member-
ship, which includes 40 percent non-Ferndale
businesses, a large number coming from sur-
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rounding communities such as the Oak Park
and Pleasant Ridge.

As the Chamber notes, many of its goals
and ambitions following its creation in 1936
after the Great Depression have been revived
as the State of Michigan recovers from its
deep recession. As a testament to the Cham-
ber's ability to evolve and strengthen with
time, they have partnered with a number of
neighboring Chambers to form collaborative
relationships that capitalize on the strengths of
each Chamber. Today, as in 1936, they are a
strong advocate for the betterment of the busi-
nesses, communities and residents they
serve.

The Chamber's mission over the last 75
years has been simple: to support the inter-
ests of businesses and the community through
dynamic member-driven partnerships and ac-
tivities.

| have witnessed firsthand the success the
Chamber has with accomplishing this goal.
From morning coffee hours and after hour
events for member networking, to educational
workshops and large, community-wide events
such as the Hilton Fall Festival, the Chamber
remains a vital part of the community it
serves. As we have all worked together to
move Oakland County forward, the Chamber
has been on the forefront working with mul-
tiple partners across the community toward
common goals, such as rapid transit along the
Woodward Avenue corridor.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Ferndale Area Chamber of
Commerce in recognition of its 75th anniver-
sary and wishing them many more years of ef-
fective service to the Oakland County busi-
ness community.

———

IN HONOR OF MR. CHUCK COLLIER
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and memory of radio D.J. Chuck Collier,
a man who entertained Cleveland’s country
music fans with tunes and colored com-
mentary for decades.

Mr. Collier was born on May 6, 1946 in
Greenfield and raised in New Vienna, Ohio.
He attended New Kenton High School, where
he was his class president. During his time at
the University of Cincinnati, he began his ca-
reer in radio with a job at WSRW in Hillsboro,
Ohio in 1963. His graduation brought new op-
portunities, and he began working at WMWN
in Wilmington, WONE in Dayton, WSAI in Cin-
cinnati and WCBS in New York. The dedica-
tion it took to handle all of these jobs led to
Mr. Collier landing a career at WGAR. For
forty years Mr. Collier was WGAR’s premiere
radio personality for country music, adult con-
temporary music and AM programming. While
WGAR has changed its programming over the
years, Chuck kept listeners tuning in through-
out the changes.

In 2005, the Ohio Radio-TV Broadcasters
inducted Mr. Collier into their Hall of Fame.
His fame over the radio brought him the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters’ Marconi
Award as Large Market Radio Personality of
the Year in 2007. In 2009, an especially re-
warding year for Mr. Collier, he was inducted
into the Country Music Radio Hall of Fame.
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